[Length of hospital stay due to DRG reimbursement].
The introduction of DRG systems causes a paradigm shift in consideration of length of hospital stay. A daily rate for a hospital bed is an inventive to lengthen hospital stay as long as possible. In a DRG system it would be lucrative to release a patient from hospital as soon as possible and tenable. If DRGs are calculated properly, based on a valid statistical analysis of average length of stay, hospital reimbursement will be ensured in the average of one year. Not cost-effective cases will be compensated with profitable patients. There is no economic need to release or transfer patients from hospital earlier than necessary or tenable. To have sufficient control over the economic situation in each individual patient it is necessary and recommended to build up a cost unit accounting.